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Keating Relief 

Fund have shown 

these brave soldiers 

that we do indeed 

care," American 

Legion National 

Commander Cla-

rence Hill said. 

"The relief fund 

contributions will 

help replace such 

things as digital 

cameras, video 

games, DVDs, 

books, memory cards, music players, 

and other personal items that give sol-

diers a break from the intensity of the 

war." The early-October attack by 

Taliban-allied militants in the rugged 

Nuristan province of Afghanistan 

claimed the lives of eight American 

soldiers from Bravo Troop 3-61 Cav-

alry out of Fort Carson, Colo. The 

troops were forced to call in an artil-

lery strike on their own position to de-

stroy the camp before it was overrun. 

On Saturday, Oct. 24, members of The 

American Legion will go to a Target 

store near Fort Carson and purchase 

many of the items that will be shipped 

later in the month to Afghanistan. Also 

participating in the "packing party" at 

American Legion Post 209 in Colorado 

Springs will be members of Fort Car-

son's Family Readiness Group. Similar 

shopping and packing events are 

planned for Minneapolis on Oct. 27 

and Fairfax, Va., on Oct. 29. Target 

Volunteers will help assemble the 

packages in Fairfax. 

"Within a month of losing everything 

other than the clothes on their backs, 

these soldiers will have replacement 

items from home and a realization 

that they are not forgotten at war," 

said Hill, who leads the nation's larg-

est veterans service organization. "It 

is our duty as a nation to stand by 

those who go in harm's way on our 

nation's behalf. Visitors of the Burn 

Pit, Target and Legionnaires across 

the country understand the impor-

tance of that duty." 

 

The Burn Pit mission statement, ex-

tracted from Facebook: ñThe Ameri-
can Legion Burn Pit 

is slightly irreverent, 

fluid, fast moving, 
and meant to inspire 

the sort of ñwater cooler discussionsò 
which the burn pits on COBs and 

FOBs foster. Here, we will discuss 

issues of importance to veterans, ser-
vice-members, military family mem-

bers, and those of the general popu-
lace who wish to learn about these 

issues and discuss them with others. 

Although maintained by Legionnaires, 
the Burn Pit does not officially repre-

sent the views of the Legion. The opin-

ions contained herein are those of the 
authors, many of them long-standing 

Legion members who have served in 
official capacities.  

- Gram Post- 

INDIANAPOLIS (Oct. 21, 2009) - 

In less than a week, an American 

Legion blog site raised more than 

$50,000, which Target matched with 

an additional $50,000 contribution, 

to help U.S. soldiers who were 

forced to destroy their camp and all 

of their possessions during a deadly 

Oct. 3 enemy attack in Afghanistan. 

In addition, Connecticut-based Com-

puter Sciences Corporation has do-

nated 56 laptop computers to the re-

lief effort to replace those that were 

destroyed. 

The Combat Outpost Keating Relief 

Fund sprang to life on The American 

Legion's Burn Pit blog site after one 

of the 56 surviving troops wrote in 

an e-mail that he believed no one at 

home had any idea what they were 

doing there, and that no one cared. 

"The American Legion, Target and 

all who contributed to the COP  
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Daniel Eubank, Commander  
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sider coming out and helping with 

Bingo. 

 

A Commanders Blog is on the Post 

364 Website.  I provide weekly Post 

activities updates, and have pages 

with the Retiree Assistance Office 

 (RAO) Bulletin that provide the lat-

est Veterans News to include, Legis-

lation, Veterans Administration and 

Tricare information.  You can check 

my blog out at http:/

vapost364commader.wordpress.com 
 

The Auxiliary will salute Women 

Veteranô from 4 PM to 10 PM that 

evening.  Please plan on attending to 

support the Auxiliary and our 

Women Veterans. 

 

Donôt forget that on November 21st 

at 12 PM we will be having the Sen-

iors Thanksgiving Dinner.  We need 

volunteers on that Friday evening 

and on Saturday morning at 8:00 AM 

to help set up and to make this event 

which starts at noon, a success.  We 

will be having a members Thanks-

giving dinner at 12 PM on 26 No-

vember, Thanksgiving Day.  Please 

come out and share it with your ex-

tended family.  On December 5th we 

will be having a Toys for Tots event 

at the Post starting at 6 PM.  Please 

purchase your tickets early in the 

lounge. 

 

The volunteer for the month of Octo-

ber is Jim Hawkins for the leadership 

and hard work that he provided to 

complete the painting of the lounge.  

Special thanks to Angie Hawkins for 

her expert application of the ñFauxò 

paint which gives our lounge an ele-

gant appearance. 

require a large number of volunteers to 

make it a success.  We have many 

events already scheduled in the Hall 

for November and December, so we 

anticipate that January 2010 will be the 

best time to paint the Hall. 

 

The Veterans Clinic on October 3rd 

was a success.  Thanks to Irene Wheel-

wright and Art Dupay for their Service 

Officer efforts at that event.  Thanks to 

Vic Poillucci for bringing in doughnuts 

and good cheer. 

 

The óHalloweenô Karaoke in October 

was a scream!!!  The Ghouls and Gob-

lins were out at Post 364!  Congratula-

tions to Denise Condon who won the 

best costume award. 

 

The óBreakfastô with Sara on Sunday 

October 18th had the most awesome 

food!  Special thanks to Pete Turner 

and Wayne Hamilton for helping Sara.  

Thanks to all who came out and sup-

ported this event. 

 

Congratulations to First Vice-

Commander Dan Condon who has 

achieved the Jamestown Award for 

achieving 55% of the 2010 Post Goal 

before October 7, 2009 

as well as the Veteranôs Day Award 

for achieving 65% of the 2010 Post 

Goal before November 4, 2009. 

 

The Bingo Committee decision to in-

crease the Bingo winnings to $100 per 

game regardless of bingo attendance 

has had a positive effect upon player 

attendance at Bingo.  The attendance 

numbers overall have been up.  As a 

result, the Executive Committee voted 

to continue the $100 Bingo game pay-

out until further notice.  Bingo reve-

nues are important because they sup-

port our Post programs.  With atten-

dance up, we can use additional Bingo 

volunteers on each of our teams.  Con-

The 23 foot by 35 

foot wood deck 

by our Post 364 

lounge has been 

fully furnished.  

There are 5 

wrought iron ta-

bles and 20 

wrought iron 

chairs.  The five óPacific Blueô col-

ored Umbrellas provide a beautiful 

respite amongst the red, orange, and 

yellow fall colors of the surrounding 

forest.  The umbrellas are Light 

Emitting Diode (LED) lighted for 

your evening use and pleasure.  Spe-

cial thanks to Dave Hahn who in-

stalled the electrical run to the deck 

to provide the power for the deck 

and the lighting.  The great fall 

weather makes stopping into the Post 

364 social quarters for a cold bever-

age and enjoying it out on the deck 

very appealing. 

 

The painting and new carpeting in 

the lounge area have been com-

pleted!  I would again like to thank 

Jim and Angie Hawkins and Merle 

Bevenour for their multiple late night 

painting efforts.  Come down and see 

the óFauxô paint coating that adds to 

the appeal of your Post Home 

lounge. Thanks to Floyd Bingham 

for replacing all of the A/C outlets 

and outlet covers in the Post 

Hall.  This was a project that was 

long overdue. 

 

$1000 was approved by your Execu-

tive Committee for paint and sup-

plies for a volunteer effort to paint 

the Hall.  The vision for the hall is a 

ñFauxò coating that blends with the 

lounge, but this must be approved by 

the Executive Committee.  We must 

paint without conflict with our many 

hall events such as Bingo, and rent-

als.  This is a large project and will 

 



 

 

 Well, believe it or not, the Holidays 

are nearly here.  This is a very excit-

ing time for all of us as we get ready 

for the big push for all of the events 

and activities surrounding the Holi-

days. 

  

Thank you to everyone who donated a 

coat during our children's new and 

gently used coat drive.  This was a 

combination Community Service and 

Children and Youth project, and the 

distribution of the donations will be 

made in conjunction with Make A 

Difference Day, which is/was Satur-

day, October 24. So thank you all for 

making a difference to the children of 

our community ! 

  

Thanks to all who attended the Fall 

Conference in Hampton. Thanks to all 

who helped with the children's Hal-

loween party.  That is always the 

MOST fun children's event of the 

year.  The little ones are so adorable 

in their Halloween costumes !  Thank 

you again, Kara, for your incredible 

work with the Children and Youth 

Programs.  Thank you to all the vol-

unteers who provided food and 

cooked for the Auxiliary Thursday 

night dinners.  This fundraiser is 

proving to be even more popular this 

time than when we did it a couple of 

years back.  Thank you EVERYONE 

who has come out to support our 

meals. If you would like to help with 

cooking a meal for the Auxiliary, 

please contact Sherry Karlson at 

boydsbears@comcast.net. 

 What's coming up in Novem-

ber ?  LOTS of great stuff !  There 

November 

21 

from noon - 

2PM.  We 

always need a lot of volunteers to 

make this event a success and this 

year is no exception.  If you can help 

set up, cook, serve, or clean up for 

this event, please contact Wayne 

Hamilton at 

CHEVY9T57@HOTMAIL.COM.  A

gain this year, the Post Family will be 

having a Thanksgiving Day Dinner on 

Thursday, November 26 from 11AM - 

4PM.  This is on Thanksgiving Day 

and it is for Post 364 Family mem-

bers.  This is a pot luck event so if 

you are interested in attending, please 

contact me at rayezfun@yahoo.com 

so that we can coordinate the food 

that is going to be brought in. 

  

I would like to congratulate and thank 

Annie Bower, who is the Unit's Vol-

unteer of the Month for October.  An-

nie is one of those quiet helpers who 

show up, without being asked, to 

every event that we have.  In addition 

to being the Unit's Sgt-at-Arms, you 

can find Annie in the kitchen, helping 

with ticket sales, serving dinner or 

whatever is needed.  I cannot thank 

you enough, Annie, for all of your 

help at each and every Unit event and 

for being on of the Unit's Officers this 

year. 

  

The next time we meet it will be to 

discuss Merry Christmas !  How ex-

citing is that ?? 

 

will be a Veteran's Day memorial 

event at Quantico National Cemetery 

on Wednesday, November 11 at 

11AM.  That will be followed by an 

open house at the Post from noon 

to 4PM. The Legion Family Color 

Guard will be performing a Veteran's 

Day ceremony at Ameritus Senior 

Center, formerly Summerville Senior 

Center, for the residents there.  As 

always the Unit is participating 

in Operation Turkey this year.  This 

food collection project provides holi-

day food to local families through 

the ACTS Food Pantry.   Later that 

evening, from 4PM - 10PM the Unit 

is hosting a Salute to Women's Vet-

erans.  This is the first such event for 

our Unit and we are very proud to be 

recognizing and honor-

ing our women veterans.  Dinner is 

complementary for all female Post 

364 veterans and their significant 

other.  There is a nominal charge of 

$5 for other guests.  Please respond 

with confirmations or questions to 

Sherry Karlson at 

boydsbears@comcast.net to attend 

this event.  We will be decorating the 

Post's Christmas tree this year on 

Sunday, November 15th in order to 

have it ready for the Senior's 

Thanksgiving Dinner.  Please come 

out and help us celebrate the begin-

ning of the Holidays and decorate 

the tree.  We expect to get started 

with the festivities around 

6PM.  This will be after bingo on 

Sunday.  The big event for the Post 

Family in November, as always, is 

the Senior's Thanksgiving Din-

ner.  This year it will be on Saturday, 

'30. 5)& 13&4*%&/5z4 1&/ 

Raye Ferrington, Unit President 
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The Family Circle - special thoughts and prayers for our family 

away from the notion that because 

something is a certain way, does not 

mean it must remain that way.  As we 

develop our own selves, we will de-

velop new friendships and bonds that 

will allow us to move ahead, and inspire 

us to rise higher. Remember, he who 

walks with the wise becomes wise. 

Choose your friends wisely so that you 

can walk and live in the destiny that 

Sometimes, in order to embrace the 

destiny of God, we must be willing 

to make changes in our lives. We 

have to be willing to examine where 

we are, and what we need, to move 

forward. Perhaps we have been 

spending too much time doing what 

we have always done.  This is a new 

season in our lives, a new chapter, 

and we must rise higher and break 

ñHe that walketh with wise men shall be wise, but a companion of fools shall be destroyed..ò(Proverbs 13:20, KJV). 

 the Chaplain's Corner   

 Scott Burgess, Post Chaplin, Yours in Faith                                       

Convalescing  

Lou Dorfman 

Bob ñFitzò Fitzgerald 

Darlene Wilson 

Post Everlasting 

On the wings of angels 

Kem Carlsen 

Mary Patricia Hill 
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God has in store for You.  Should 

anyone need to reach me my e-mail 

is burgesscable@aol.com and my 

cell number is 703-901-1321. 

Please inform me if you know of any 

member or their immediate family of 

being ill so I may send our prayers 

and blessings, or of any one just 

wanting or needing an extra prayer. 

Welcome Home!  

No report 

Prayer Requests 

No report 

The American Legion Fall Golf Tourna-

ment was held from October 9th to the 11 

th in Danville, Virginia. The weather was 

supposed to be in the low 80s and sunny 

on Friday, but damp and in the low 70s 

Saturday and Sunday. Mother Nature did-

nôt get the memo as the only rain was 

Saturday morning for 20 minutes. All 

three days were sunny and in the high 

70s. 

The Goodyear Golf Club, a private club 

normally only for Goodyear employees, 

their families, or their guests to play, was 

the venue for the tournament. Just seeing 

the practice putting green gave you a feel-

ing how tough the course was. The course 

was built on rolling hills and features nar-

row fairways, placing a premium on accu-

rate tee shots. The greens are fast and 

undulating, plus water hazards come into 

play on a few holes.  

The course was designed with the natural 

flow of nature in mind. The 18 holes fol-

low the gentle contours of the foothills, 

through dense woodlands and over mean-

dering streams. Wildlife abounds through-

out the property. Deer, turkey, groundhog, 

red fox and rabbit are just some of the 

species that choose Goodyear Golf Club 

as their home. Split rail fencing and stone 

masonry accent the course and highlight 

the rustic surroundings. 

Friday was a practice round to get accli-

mated to the course. Each person played 

his own ball. There were many high 

scores for the day. Everyone gathered 

back at Post 1097 for a steak dinner. 

Names were pulled and door prizes were 

given out. There was a raffle for some 

golf clubs. 

On Saturday, teams played a captainôs 

choice format to determine which flight 

they would be in. There were four flights 

of eight teams each. The lowest score for 

the day was 10 under par. The 1st flight 

was 10 under to 7 under par. The 2nd 

flight was 6 under to 5 under par. The 3rd 

flight was 4 under to 3 under par. The 4th 

flight was 2 under par and below. The 

clubhouse at the golf course was the set-

ting for sandwiches and salads after the 

round of golf. 

Everyone headed out for a shotgun start 

on Sunday. The course proved easier for 

some golfers, while others were chal-

lenged to make par. As the day wrapped 

up, everyone gathered in the clubhouse 

for the hotdogs and final standings. Post 

364 represented well in the different 

flights. In the 1st flight John Childress and 

Tyler Childress from Post 364 combined 

with Bill Buryear and Larry Smith from 

Post 79 to take first place with 18 under 

par.  In third place were David Roberge, 

Donny Smith, Robert Bellamo, and 

Robert Symszak, all from 364. 

Jay Beck and Brownie Conley combined 

with Butch Davis and George Mitchell 

from Post 1097 for 15 under par to take 

first place in 2nd flight. Third place was 

won by Harley and Eric Horner of Post 

364 and E.B. Reese and Ray Walker from 

Post 79. At 13 under par, 3rd Flight was 

won by Mike Roberge, Jerry Coleman, 

Dennis Downey and Fred Deacon, all 

from Post 364. First place in the final 

flight was taken by Matt and Ty Peters, 

Pete Turner, and Frank Chichka from Post 

364 with 11 under par. Just behind in 2nd 

place were James óJRô Robinson and Effy 

Hendrickson from Post 79 along with 

Doug and John Caskey of Post 364. 

American Legion Fall Golf Tournament - Danny Bafford, Athletic Chairman 
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Welcome Home!   

Renovations of our Social Quarters is complete and ready for your inspection! 


